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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





REPLY ro *6,’ on THE WORD asmicry, RENDERED 
EVERLASTING ! 


Dear Sir,—In the Universalist Magazine, of July 28th 
last, I noticed an important ‘ quesugn for a Universal- 
ist,” from you in the following words, viz.—‘* How long 
does aay (-verlasting) mean, when applied to the 
wicked, and how long does asmnw (eternal) mean, when 
applied to the righteous?”’ I waited with anxious ex- 
pectation for some correspondent to write a particular 
reply, but finally the respectable editor refers ‘ 6° to 
some ‘remarks on the sermon of the Rev. S. Haight,’ 
published in the Magazine of September Ist, as an an- 
swer. Whether this explanation is perfectly satisfac- 
tory to you, or not, | do not undertake tosay. We 
must confess, however, eo far as this, that it is sufficient, 
to any candid and discerning mind, to refute the doc- 
trine of efernal misery. But upon mature and critical 
examination, I find, that the answer does not appear to 
be properly shaped as your question stands proposed. 
The question still recurs and rebounds back to us— 
‘* Why does aionion (everlastirg) mean a limiled du- 
ration of time to the wicked, and not to the righteous?” 
This is an important query, and to have it solved, as it 
now reads, in a satisfactory manner, would be coming 
nearer to the point or subject; and be more likely to 
bring the inquiring mind to a fairer understanding of it , 
and by elucidating and developing it by scripture and 
reason, and finally by taking itin ac. tical view of what 
and wherein the properties and quajities of the essen- 
tials consist, which compose aud make the absoluce and 
real difference between what is called a wicked princi- 
ple, and a righteous one! It is obvious that these ‘wo 
opposite principles exist together; and one, the wicked 
principle, is considered to be the corrupt human na/ure 
which is to suffer a total loss and ‘ everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord: the other, called 
the righteous principle, when considered alone, és, that 
pure, immaterial and immortal part, which is to be 
saved even so as by fire; or in other words, it is signi- 
ficantly denominated the sovL, or spirit of man, 
* which returns unto God who gave it.” 

In elucidating the above proposzition, we will attend, 
briefly, to the moral state of man as it is portrayed and 
described in the scriptures; and see whether it is con- 
sistent and rational to suppose, that it is justifible to 
make the assumption, and positive conclusion of mak- 
ing it appear, that any man in this siale of existence 
does live, move and have his being, without possessing in 
combination these (wo contrary principles, called the 
wicked and the righfeous ; or in other words, the moral 
depravily of human nature, co-existing with the imma- 
terial, divine, and holy nature, which is the sole medium, 
by which every individual of man, * looks through na- 
ture, up to pature’s God ?” 

The first passage of scripture, which claims our atten- 
tion, will be found in Gen. vi, 5. * And God saw that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of bis heart was only 
evil continually.” Now it is evident from the words of 
inspiration, that man does always possess an evil pro- 
pensity, so long as he lives on the earth; but nol /o- 
tally depraved, (as some have inferred,) because the 
text says, ‘ evil continually :* being eril continually is 
nothing more than being EVIL 80 LONG a8 a person lives 
on earth; for it says in the former part of this verse, 
*God saw the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth,’ Also, the idea of total depravityas repugnant 
to reason, and contrary to an express declaration of 
scripture, for it is said to Adam and Eve, ‘in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shal] be opened, and ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil,’ Now,! would 
candidly ask, how can a person having his moral eyes 
opened, * knowing good and evil,’ be totally depraved ? 
Now, if a man is not totally depraved he must then pos- 
sess two inlerent principles of good and evil, The 
scriptures declare this, and reason confirms it, 

The next passage for consideration will be found in 


abominable works; there is none that doeth good. The 
Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of 
men, to see if there were any that did understand and 
seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all togeth- 
er become filthy, there is none that doeth good, no not 
one.’ This passage appears to cerroborate the idea, 
strongly, that there is none perfect, none altogether 
righteous; and is fully explained by another passage of 
holy writ, im 1 Johni. 8. ‘If we sy that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and ;the truth is not in os.’ 
It is one of the most obvious things on earth that every 
individual of mankind is a sinner, Now it may be pro- 
per, seriously, to inquire, where are those christians 
who are so perfect and holy on earth, as to be fit sub- 
jects for heaven and eternal felicity, without they un- 
dergo a further change, or regeneration of heart? But 
the scriptures say, positively, ‘ there is none that doeth 
good, no notone.’? Here we see, plainly, that all the 
human family are under the same condemnation ; all 
are guilty before God! Now why may not all of the 
same human family, as all have suffered the condemning 
power of sin, be indulged by the same Almighty Father, 
of participating his universal love, mercy, grace, and 
truth? Kind reader! be pleased to answer this ques- 
tion, satisfactorily, to the contrary if youcan. See 
other concurrent passages of scriptures, which confirm 
the above observations without making any particular 
comments upon them. See Isaiah liii. 6. * 4/1 we hke 
sheep have gone astray ; we have turned every one to 
his own way.’ Rom. xi. 32. * For God bath conclud- 
ed all in unbelief, i, e. both Jews and Gentiles, which 
make the whole family of man) that he might have 
mercy upon all.’ There are many other passages of 
scripture of like import, but J have not convenient room 
to insert them here. 





As we have, beyond doubt, substantiated the fact of 
the untversalily of the prevalence of sin, we will now 
attempt to give some further explanation relatire to 
| your question. You will keep it in due rememberance, 
dear sir, that the Greek word aionion is used in a lim- 
ited or unlimited sense according to the nature of the 
subject in which the words stand connected. As it 
may be iJlustrated in the following position,—Now sup- 
posing we speak of God or any of his attributes, or the 
souL of man in a perfect state of purity, it is to be un- 
derstood in an uniinuted sense, without any restriction: 
but when connected with any material substance, or 
moral depravity, and temporal] transactions, then it is to 
be understood in a limited and restricted sense. So, 
according to this avonten has a two-fold meaning. We 
will now very briefly attend to the original definition of 
aion according to Schrevelius. He defines aion to mean, 
| £vam, mundus, seculum. You will also find that 
' Ainsworth and Cole, two celebrated Latin Lexicog- 
| raphers, thus define Avum, eternity, an age, the life of 
|aman,time. Met, An action done in time, one’s age, 

Synex, Old age. Mundus is thus defined, the world, 
the universe, the sky or firmament, &c,. &c. Seculum 
| is defined thus, * It seemeth in a natural sense to de- 
“note the time of a man’s life, from his birth to his death ; 





ina civil sense, a determined number of years, which 
, among the Romans was 100, 105, or at most 110. An 
| age, & lesser space of time. 
| world.—4insworth, 


People of the age. The 
Cole, on the same word, says it 
means, an age, 20, 100, or 1000 years. The word age 


_is called in Latin, tas, and is from rum, and is ex- 
; plained by insworth as fol. ws—An age, or the di- 
, mensions of a man's life. 


An age or 100 years. Time. 


An age, or generation, of men. A proper season. A 
year. A long and indefinite space of time. A day. 
The several stages of life, as infancy, youth, &c. It 


appears now by a careful and critical examination of | 
the above statement from the primifive and derivative | 
words, that aion or aionion will allow, with great pro- 
priety, a variety of definitions ; and the inevitable and 
ultimate conclusion which can be finally made in re- 
gard to the specific duration of time, as | mentioned | 
above, is to be understood according to the nature of the 
subject, or principle in which it stands connected. — It 





is to be noticed here, that the words from the Greck, 


In making my concluding observations in this com- 
munication, I will quote that portion of scripture, for 
the. purpose of illustrating my ideas, found in Mat. iii. 
12. * Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner : 
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’ 
In these beantifol words of holy writ, we find that the 
wheat and chaff taken collectively, and understoo’ fig 
uratively, designate the moral or natural condition of 
man in his state of existence. By the wheat is.impli- 
ed the sour, and by the chaff, stn, or corrupt human 
nature. Now, intelligent reader, please to take parti- 
cular notice, ‘the wheat,’ called the soul, or divine 
principle is to be ‘ thoroughly purged and gathered into 
the garner,’ figuratively, heaven: but chaff, called sin, 
or the corrupt, or human principle, is to be * burnt up 
with unquenchable fire,’ or suffer complete destruction. 
Fire, here means the same as the holy ghost, or the un- 
quenchable love of God. The same Greek word, pur, 
or pute, occurs in the 10th, 11th, 12th verses of this 
chapter, and is translated, correctly, every time, ‘ fire.’ 
In the 11th verse, puie, ‘ fire,’ is used synonimously, 
‘with the Holy Ghost ;’ and it being the same ofiginal 
word in the other two verses; it is, therefore, reasona- 
ble to make the conclusion that it means the same in 
every verse in connection, as John the Baptist is treat- 
ing of the same subject. It is well known that whea/ and 
chaff grow together in con/act and continue #0, until 
the husbandman gathers his grain, and then there is 
made an everlasling separation between the wheat and 
chaff, that is, good and eril/ The scriptures, figura- 
tively, say, [and it may be happily applied to the pre- 
sent discussion]—*‘ the one shail be taken, and the oth- 
er left..—So in like manner, SiN, or corrupt human na- 
ture, in this life only, is united and subsists together in 
contact wiih the soul, till death: then the evil, or 
‘ wicked one” is to be completely separated, from the 
Goon, the Goon PRINCIPLE will enjoy perfect happiness, 
and the EVIL PRINCIPLE wil] suffer destruction ac- 
cording to the words of the Lord, in Heb. viii. 12. * For 
1 will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their 
sins and their iniquities will ] remember no more.’ We 
will, for the sake of illustrating the subject more plainly 
and clearly, attempt, further, by metaphor, to observe, 
that a skillful physician, in order to remove the malady 
from his patient, would not think of killing him for the 
purpose of curing the disorder ; but do ai] he can, by 
the application of medicines, to subdue the disease, and 
endeavor by all means fo save the life of his suffering 
patient. Just so it may be represented, that the great 
Physician, of souls, does nol desiroy the SOUL, or the 
divine principle which is from above ; but the noxious 
disease which preys upon it, called sin, which is of an 
earthly origin, from beneath // It is presumed, indul- 
gent reader, that I have said enough, and more than 
enough, to convince you what my ideas are of good and 
evil, either. existing together or separately, and wherein 
I have attempted to make a plain distinction as to the 
different duration of time, to each, according to their 
different principles. Now *6? 1 would respectfully in- 
form you and every impartial reader, that it is my opin- 
ion and belief, seriously, that your question cannot be 
solved fairly and satisfactorily only by the views I have 
freely attempted to give in this communication: if there 
is any other method to solre it, [ should be highly grat- 
ified to see it. Therefore we will now sum up the 
amount of the whole evidence, in a very few words, 
by putting two distinct questions with the respective 
answers, viz. Ist. ** Why does not aionion [everlast- | 
ing] mean an endless duration of time when applied to 
the wicked.” Ans. It is because the wicked, as has 
been sufliciently proved above, means nothing but cor- 
rupt hnman nature, it is the evil principle which had its 
origin from beneath, it had a beginning, and therefore 
the irresistible conclusion ie, from the nature of these 
circumstances that aionion taken in connection with 
the wicked, means a limited or a definite space or da- 
ration of time, 

Qdly. ‘* Why does aionion [eternal] mean an endless 
duration, when applied to the righteous?” Ans. It is 





Ps. xiv, 1 to 3. Here the moral state of man is de-| translated everlasting and elernal are synonimous, as 
ecribed as follows, *‘ They are corrupt; they have done being derived jrom the same rool of the original, 


because the righteous means that good and holy prinet- 
ple, which is from God above, it nerer had a beginning, 
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therefore, it can never have an end; it existed~ before 
the mountains were brought forth, or ever the world 
was formed, yea, it is ‘ from everlasting to everlasting.’ 
Observe, the soul is that emanation from God, which 
can never sustain any loss, but it ‘ shall be saved; yet 
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of the public to this work ; as an opinion of the 
editor’s abilities, which is strengthened by read- 
ing his first namber, and induces me to hope that 
the cause of truth will receive an essential ser- 


so as by fire. Know ye not that ye are the temple of| Vice by a liberal patronage of this periodical 


God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you? If| publication. 


any man defile the temple of God, him shall God de- 
stroy : for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are,’ 1 Cor. iii. 15, 16, 17. 

I would respectfully inform ‘8° that I would refer 
him to a lecture sermon, delivered in Boston, by the 


As it is to be published quarterly, 
and each number to contain thirty-two octavo 
pages, at the moderate price of fifty cents per 
annum, no reasonable objection can be made to 
the terms. H. B. 


Rev. HosEA BAtuovu, for my views of that passage of — 


scripture, found in Mat. xxv. 46. It is my real opin- 
jon, that Mr. Ballou has righily explained it. If there 
is wuy thing mentioned in this communication, which 
appears inexplicable to your mind, or rather any am- 
biguous expressions are observable, &c. &c. be pleased 
to have the goodness and use that freedom to let me 
know what they are ; and whether this is a * satisfac- 
tory answer” as you should wish to sce made to your 
question, and withal calculated to ‘* make many new 
proselytes to the Universal Doctrine.” I would hum- 
bly remind you to cast the mantle of charity over all 
the inadvertencies and mistakes which may perhaps 
have occurred. It is my earnest desire that (ru/h may 
prevail, error be detected for the good of mankind, and 
that ‘ righteousness may run down our streets like an 
overflowing stream.’* May the following pertinent lan- 
guage of scripture be adopted as a proper conclusion to 
the present subject as found in Micah vii. 18, 19, 20. 
* Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passeth by the transgressions of the remnant of his 
heritage? He retaineth not his anger forever, because 
he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, he will 
have compassion upon us: he will subdue our iniqui- 
ties : and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 


the sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob and the | 


mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our 
fathers from the days of old.” Now in conjunction with 
this divine testimony, how applicable are the words of 
St. Paul, who unhesitatingly said, ‘ This is good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God our Saviour: who will have 
all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.’ Amen. 

With cordial affection and sincere respect, may I ever 
remain your friend and humble servant. 

R. C = * ¥, 
Middleboro’, Sept. 12, 1821. 
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The following is a copy of a leiler from Thomas Jeffer- 
son, late President of the United Slates, io Thomas 
Whittemore, of Milford, Mass. 

“ Tn, Jerrerson returns his thanks to Mr. 
Whittemore for the copy of his oration on the 
Ath of July, which he has been so kind as to 
send him. It is always matter of great satisfac- 
tion to him to see the principles of the Revolu- 
tion avowed, and cherished by those now charg- 
ed with their preservation ; and he hopes they 
will be handed down, in all their purity, from 
generation to generation. He salutes Mr. 
Whittemore with great respect. 

% Monticello, Sept. 9, °21.” 
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tJ 
A NEW RELIGIOUS PUBLICATION. 


Mr. Bowen—Having received the first num- 
ber of Tue Curistian InteLuicencer, edited by 
the Rev. Russel Streeter, and published at Port- 
Tand, Me. I am desirous of calling the attention 
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The following is an extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Thomas Whittemore to T. G. Farnsworth, directed 
to the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, for publi- 
cation. 


* During the last week I was absent from Milford, all 
the time preaching in Franklin, Attleboro’, and Holis- 
ton; and the week before that, my mind was contin- 
i ually engaged, in attending to the exercizes of our Me- 
thodist brethren, at a Camp Meeting, which was holden 
in this town between the 10th and 15thinst. I had 
heard much of these meetings, and of the conduct of 
the Methodists during the time they are held—but never 
until lately was lan eye witness. I had been led to 
suppose, that the reports of their conduct were exager- 
| ated, and that they would not act in such a reprehensi- 
ble manner, but I was disappointed, for their actions 
greatly superceded all the accounts that I have ever 
heard of them. Many of the public discourses were 
highly exceptionable, not only for the style in which 
they were delivered, but also for the abuse with which 
they were filled. The first sermon was delivered on the 
evening of Monday the 10th, by whom I know not; 
but it appeared to me to be the preacher’s object to 
exalt Methodists, and degrade all others. On Tuesday 
morning the theme of eterna] damnation was dwelt upon 
with much apparent delight, and the preacher in a pa- 
roxism declared that parents, children, brothers and sis- 
ters would shout amen to the ineffable woe of their 
nearest and dearest friends. The Rev, V. R. Osborn, 
followed this with an exhortation. His address was 
evidently designed to work upon the fears of the weak 
part of the audience. Had this conversation come from 
aman not in his standing, I should have doubted the 
truth of it, and indeed now I am not perfectly satisfied. 
Not that I suppose Mr. O. would knowingly and wil- 
liugly tell a falsehood; but there was something so mys- 
terious and doubtful in what he said, that my mind was 
far from being satisfied. He arose to add foree to the 
remarks of the elderly gentleman who preceeded him, 
who had been speaking from 1 Samuel ii. 30, * For 
them that honor me I will honor, and they that despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed.’ To illustrate the text, 
he mentioned the case of a very wicked man who died 
in the town where he lived. * This man,’ says he, 
* was lightly esteemed ; for after his death, the sexton 
went all through the town, and could not obtain the 
assistance of one single person to commit him to 
his grave. I myself was sent for, but being informed 
by my friends, that there was no ene there, refused to 
| go, supposing that I could pray at home, as well as at 
, the house of this wicked man.’ Good God, thought I, 
, and is it possible, that there is in the United States, a 
town which contains such inhuman inhabitants? Are 
there beings in the shape of men, that would refuse a 
fellow mortal the rites of a decent burial? And is it 
possible that a professed minister of the gospel, who 
‘can tell of his love to sinners, could give sanction to 
such hellish conduct? and not only do this but practice 
it himself? I feign would think, that this man died of 
some inalignant disease, and on this account his fellow 
townsmen durst not venture to approach bim ; but then 
Mr. Osborn mentioned nothing respecting it, which he 


‘ 








should have done, had it been the case. Several queries 
arese in my mind, when I considered this statement.— 
Why did not Mr. Osborn inform us the name of the 
town where it took place? Ifthe man died of a dis- 
ease, which was to be feared particularly for its malig- 
nancy, why was not mention made of it? ‘Taking into 
consideration the mysteriousness which beclouds the 
whole of this affair, I am inclined to think that it is al] 
a story, invented by priest-craft, to aid the cause of su- 
perstition. 1 do believe that such things have been 
done, and that the propagators of glaring falsehoods have 
felt themselves justified by reflecting, that the end which 
they wished to bring about by lying, would pay the 
cause of virtue for this gross violation of its important 
principles. We learn from Mosheim, that the early 
christians ‘held it as a maxim, that it was not only 
lawful, but even praiseworthy, to deceire, and even to 
use the expedient of a lie, in order to advance the 
cause of (ruth and piefy.’ But these means are calcu- 
lated to defeat the very object they are designed to 
promote ; for the cause of virtue cannot be advanced 
by this manner. I will now Jeave this story, supposing 
that no exertions of mine will dispel the darkness in 
which it is enveloped. But yet there were other cir- 
cumstances transpired at this meeting, which excited 
my surprise, as much as the relation of this account of 
which I have written. Modesty will forbid my detail- 
ing all that I saw. Suffice it to say, that many, pro- 
fessing to be actuated by the spirit of the Lord, were 
prostrated upon the ground, in postures not the most 
decent. Females were lying as it were convulsed, 
with their features distorted, and limbs extended—(I 
saw but one male in this situation.) But the question 
arises, if this be the work of the Lord, why do not 
christians of other denominations experience it ? 

It may be asked, is it possible that enthusiasm can rise 
to such an height? We can say there is no doubt of it, 
without saying that this was the enly cause of their ac- 
tions; for they themselves doubtlessly will allow, that 
it has operated upon others, in a more powerful man- 
ner, than we should be led to think it had upon them. 
However, this much I can say, that there were several 
eminent physicians present, who examined those who 
were thus wrought upon, and they all agree in saying, 
ihat to all appearance there was nothing but enthusi- 
asm that operated so powerfully upon them. Among 
the physicians, were Doctors Thurber, of Mendon, 
Starkweather, of Upton, Peck, of Milford, Littlefield, 
of Medway, and Nelson, of Carlisle, who all suid, there 
were a perfect pulsation and respiration in action, at 
the time these people were lying in this manner, as 
they would have us to believe, under the operation of 
the spirit. I thought that their conduct was far from 
being agreeable to the injunction of the apostle, * Let 
all things be done decently, and in order.’ For I must 
confess, that at no meeting that ever I attended, where 
it was the professed object to worshipGod, did I ever 
behold such confusion ; and neverbefore were my ears 
saluted with such an heterogenious mixture of prayer, 
praise, and exhortation, under the garb of religious ad- 
oration. Five, six, and sometimes ten, and over, were 
engaged in prayer at onee, who, we should be led to 
think, were exerting themselves to ascertain which 
could pray the loudest, 

1 was led atixiously to reflect mpon the tendency of 
these meetings, while walking to the camp ground.— 
Before I arrived within # quarter of a mile of the plece, 
| found temporary buildings erected, for the purpose of 
supplying the people with spiritous liquors; and vollies 
of profane language were poured forth from the lips of 
those whom this meeting had called together. And 
not only this, but the giddy and drunken, having learn- 
ed the sentiments of their songs from the frequent repe- 
tition of them, joined in the common strain, and the 
name of Almighty God was spoken with as much indi 
ference, as that of a common prostitute! Far be it from 
ime to imply that the Methodists justify this people in 








' these actions, or did not do all in thejrs~ ver to prevent 
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it. Butthen it is evidently true, that this meeting was) 
the means of creating this disturbance ; and had it not | 
have been held, the laws of God and man, would not, | 
in this manner have been violated. It is strange that’ 
this people do not appear to be sensible of these facts ; | 
but I sincerely hope that a knowledge of the idea, that 
at the time of their eervices, some of their number were, 
in the same town, exercising the virtue of the civil law 
against those whom they considered intruders upon | 
them, will induce them to desist from proceedings which 
produce such direful consequences! O may the time 
goon come, when ‘all shall know the Lord from the 
Jeast unto the greatest,’ and when God shall be wor- 
thipped universally in order, harmony and love.” 
Milford, Sept, 24, 1821. 


wenn 
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ON THE INTERPRETATION OF THE 
SCRIP TURES. 


The scriptures, when properly understood, | 
appear to the attentive reader as a perfect 
whole; asystem without jargon or discord, from 
which he derives the utmost satisfaction and 
consolation, as it respects his happiness both in 
time and eternity. How differently they ap- 
pear to the superficial reader, and to him who 
has substituted the wisdom of this world, which 
cometh to nought, for the durable riches of di- 
vine truth. Such persons having been taught 
to place their confidence in their creed, they 
think every thing must bend to that ; and when 
a passage is quoted from scripture that mili- 
tates against it, they will deny a fair construc- 
tion to it, unless it can be interpreted to con- 
form thereto. Of course, when a person of 
this description undertakes to explain the 
gospel, instead of making it the ‘ power of God 
with salvation,” he invariably ** darkeneth coun- 
sel by words without knowledge ;” and, instead 
of confirming the weak and wavering, he makes 
wider the breach, until perfect scepticism en- 
sues. ‘These things ought not to be—Well, 
says the objector, [ would ask then, what are 
wetodo? How are we to construe the scrip- 
tures to make them consistent, when according 
to the letter of them, there is such apparent in- 
consistency? I will tell you, friend ; first of ali 





lay aside the inventions of men, their creeds and 
dogmas, and be taught by the oracles of divine | 
truth, that they may have a sure foundation on | 
which to rest their faith. ‘They teach you there | 
is one God, the Creator of heaven and earth ; | 
that hes infinite in love, infinite in wisdom, and 
infinite in power. We all know that to be 
true; nobody disputes that, says the objector. 
Then mark well—any other God but him who 
is infinite in wisdom, power and love, is a false 
deity—and any doctrine which holds to a deity 
not perfect in these attributes, is a false doc- 
trine ; inasmuch as it attributes to the great Je- 
hovah a different character from that he has 
revealed of himself. Consequently, every 
thing which is in conformity to the character 
which God has revealed of himself, is and must 
be true: and every thing which i® contrary to 
the revealed character of the Deity, must of 
necessily be erroneous and false. Hence, in 
studying the scriptures, they should be read 
with a single eye to this great and fundamental 
truth. Is the literal meaning of the passage 
read in conformity to the character which God 
has revealed of himself? if it is, then its literal 
signification may be safely trusted. in; if it is 
not, then the passage should not be construed 





literally, but some other interpretation put up- 
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on it; by which it may harmonize with his 
known and acknowledged attributes; for, in 
fact, it is as easy to conceive of the sun’s having 
the power of imitating darkness, or of fire pro- 
ducing frost, as to conceive of a Being who is 
the very essence of love, as having the power 


'to exercise a spirit of enmity and hatred—it is 


impossible for either to act contrary to their 
nature. The reasons why the Deity is suppos- 


led to exercise enmity and hatred, will be notic- 


ed hereafter, when opportunity permits. 
CHAUNCE 





ELOQUENCE OF AN INDIAN FEMALE. 


A few days since, a gentlemen of this city 
handed us the following striking specimen of 
elegiac pathos, said to have been uttered by an 
aboriginal female, over {wo contiguous graves, 
the one containing her husband, aud the other 
her infant :—Balt. pap. 


‘“ The Father of life and light has taken from 
me the apple of my eye, and the core of my 
heart, and hid them in these two graves; I will 
water the one with my tears, and the other 
with the milk of my breast, till I meet them 
again in that country where the sun never 
sets.” 


INQUISITION. 
he Constitutional Diary at Barcelona, gives a table 
of victims to the fury of the Inquisition, by which it ap- 
pears, that since the year 1481, not less than 32,382 
persons have been burned alive as heretics, 17,690 


burned in effigy, and the estates of 291,450 confiscated, 
N. ¥. ADVOCATE. 





St. Paul's Clock, London, of which the following is an 
exact description, 


The diameter of the dial plate 18 ft. 10 in. 

The hour hand 5 feet 8 inches. 

The minute hand 9 feet 8 inches. 

The hour figures 2 feet 2 inches, 

The minute figures 1 foot each. 

The minute strokes 6 inches. 

And the rim to the minutes 45 feet. 
Ll + co 
JEWS, 

There are, it is said, 6,598,000 Jews in the world; 
3000 of whom live in the U. S. ; one million in Poland; 
500,000 in Germany, and 50,000 in England. The 
number of Jews in the days of Solomon did not exceed 
7,000,000, so that they have not diminished much. 


63 


RR ETC CE SD 





a boy sitting with a sadcountenance. ‘* This,” 
said Mrs. Smith, “is J. L and here is a letter 
which he brought.” The following is a copy: 
“| feel that | am a sinner, and every thing that 
I do is displeasing to God. IL wish that the mis- 
sionaries would pray for me; else I die, and go 
to hell, and be tormented forever.” A few 
words were addressed to him, and tears stole 
down his cheeks. Who, at the sight of a child 
born in this wilderness, and thus coming to en- 
treat our prayers, could himself refrain from 
tears? Several other boys are affected much 
in the same way.” 

This sudden conversion of “J, L.” must either be 
attributed to a miracle, or be the effect of terror and 
superstition: And as the age of miracles is generally al- 
lowed to have long since passed away, we have no 
other alternative, than to believe it to be the EFFECT 
of superstition ;—and the doctrine of terror and eternal 
punishment, so often threatened by those, who would 
wish to light the faggots, and bind the victims of the 
opposers of their doctrine to the stake, and make them 
suffer as John Calvin did Serretus/ 

We consider comment upon this paragraph altogeth - 
er useless; we noticed it merely to exhibit tbe inflv- 
ence of that spirit of credulity and superstition, fanati- 
cism, and error, which, though public opinion would 
not suffer its advocates to burn our BoprEs, has been 
for years consigning our sous to an eternal fire !—In 
the language of him, who “ spake as never man spake,” 
we would address these champions of the doctrine of 
terror, ‘* Father forgive them for they know not what 
they do.” 


CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 


We have perused several numbers of the 
Christian Register, a weekly paper, lately issu- 
ed in this town, and are happy to observe the 
liberal and charitable principles upon which it 
is evidently conducted. 


eine 
ee 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, ke. 


‘¢ Winchester” is received, and shall meet attention. 
We are pleased with his communication, and solicit a 
continuance of his favors, as often as leisure and incli- 
nation shal] prompt him to write. 


** Observer,”? from Wrentham, is informed, that the 
subject on which he treats is under discussion, between 
Mr. Adin Ballou and Mr. Laithe. This being the case, 
perhaps it would not be strictly proper to have his com- 
munication immediately inserted. His request relative 
to his manuscript, is attended to. 


*¢ Inquirer After Trath”—to the editors of the Chris- 
tian Watchman, will be inserted in our next. 


** Armestis”’ in the next number. 
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CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


In the last No. of the ‘Christian Watchman,” we 
noticed an extract from a Journal, kept at Elliot; tak- 
en from the Missionary Herald for October, relative to 
the Mission among the Choctaws. It reads as follows; 


“ April 21, 1821.—For a few days the breth- 
ren have observed, that the children were . n- 
commonly solemn. Yesterday, brother Smith 
found a boy, named J. L. who appeared to be 
in great distress of mind, on account of his sins. 
He put many inquiries to the dear child, and 
learned by his answers, that before he came 
here he knew not that he was a sinner, or that 
there was a God. When brother Smith pro- 
posed to pray with him he dropped on his 
knees in an instant. To-day, as one of the 


— —————— =— 
MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Cephas Perry to Miss Anna Norris. 

Mr. John S. Blunt, of Portsmouth, to Miss Esther P. 
Colby. 

By the Rev. Mr. Eaton, Capt. David Cornish, of 
Plymouth, to Miss Mary Barber, of this town, 

By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Jno. Newbury Bernard, 
eldest son of J. Bernard, Esq. formerly joint manager 
of the Boston Theatre, to Miss Eliza Coombs, daughter 
of Wm. Coombe, of Salem. 

In Salem, Mr. William Satton, jun. of Danvers, to 
Mrs. Nancy Osborn. ‘ 

In Hardwick, Mr. John Hastings, jun. of Cambridge- 
port, to Miss Ruth W. Newcomb. 











DIED, 

In this town, Francis Greenwood Hopkins aged 13° 
mouths, only child ef Samuel and Isabella Hopkins. 

Joseph Allen, youngest son of Daniel Hayward, aged 
20 months. 

Wm. Henry, only child of Wm. H. and Mrs. Betsey 
Nevilh.—Capt. Abijah Luce, aged 61. 

Mr. Joseph Robbins, aged 44. 

In Gloucester, Mrs. Sarah Hubbard, aged LXXVIET 








brethren entered brother Smith’s room, he saw 


widow of the late Mr. Josephus b. Hubbard. 
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POET’S CORNER. 


‘UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Lenser nS ET SEL OPIS EL LO OIL TEL, PO LOE TI, 





From the Russian of Derzhavin. 


GOD. . 


O THov Eternal One! whose presence bright 
All space doth occupy, all motion guide ; 
Unchang’d through Time’s all-devastating flight ; 
Thou onlyGod! There is no God beside! 
Being above all beings! Mighty One! 
Whom none can comprehend and none explore; 
Who fill’st existence with Thyself alone: 
Embracing all,—supporting,—ruling o’er,— 
Being whom we cal] God—and know no more ! 


In its sublime research, philosophy 
May measure out the ocean deep—may count 
The sands or the sun’s rays—but, God! for Thee 
There is no weight nor measure: none can mount 
Up to thy mysteries. Reason’s brightest spark, 
Though kindled by thy light, in vain would try 
To trace Why counsels, infinite and dark : 
And thought is lost ere thought can soar so high, 
Even like past moments in eternity. 


Thou from primeval nothingness didst call 
First chaos, then existence ;—Lord, on thee 
Eternity had its foundation :—all 
Sprung forth from Thee :—of light, joy, harmony, 
Sole origin :—all life, all beauty thine. 
Thy word created all, and doth create ; 
Thy splendor fills all space with rays divine. 
Thou art, and wert, and shalt be, glorious! great! 
Light-giving, life-sustaining Potentate ! 


Thy chains the unmeasured universe surround : 
Upheld by Thee, by Thee inspired with breath! 
Theu the beginning with the end hast bound, 
And beautifully mingled life and death ! 
As sparks mount upwards from the fiery blaze, 
So suns are born, so werlds spring forth from Thee ; 
And as the spangles in the sunny rays 
Shine round the silver snow, the peagantry 
Of heaven’s bright army glitters in thy praise. 


A million torches lighted by Thy hand 
Wander unwearied through the blue abyss ; 
They own Thy power, accomplish Thy command, 
All gay with life, all eloquent with bliss. 
What shall we call them? Piles of crystal light— 
A glorious company of golden streams— 
Lamps of celestial ether burning bright— 
Suns lighting systems with their joyous beams ? 
But Thou to these art as the noon to night. 


Yes! as a drop of water in the sea, 
All this magnificence in Thee is lost ;— 
What are ten thousand worlds compared to Thee? 
And what am J then? Heaven’s unnumber’d host, 
Though multiplied by myriads, and urrayed 
In all the glory of sublimest thought, 
Is but an atom in the balance weighed 
Against Thy greatness, is a cypher brought 
Against infinity! What am I, then ?-Nought: 


Nought! But the effluence of Thy light divine, 
Pervading worlds hath reach’d my bosom too; 
Yes! in my spirit doth thy spirit shine, 
As shines the sun-beam in a drop of dew. 
Nought! but ! live, and on Hope’s pinions fly 
Eager towards thy presence: for in Thee 
I live, and breathe, and dwell; aspiring high, 
Even to the throne of thy divinity. 
I am, O God! and surely Thou must be! 
Theu art! directing, guiding all, Thou art! 
Direct my understanding then to Thee ; 
Coutroul my spirit, guide my wandering heart : 
Though but an atom ’midet immensity, 
Stil 1 am something, fashioned by Thy hand! 








I hold a middle rank 'twixt heaven and earth, 
On the last verge of mortal being stand, 
Close to the realms where angels have their birth, 


‘| Just on the boundaries of the spirit-Jand ! 


The chain of being is complete in me ; 
In me is matter’s last gradation lost, 
And the next step is spirit—Deity ! 
I can command the lightning, and am dust} 
A monarch, and a slave, a worm, a God! 
Whence came I} here, and how? so marvellously 
Constructed and conceiv’d? unknown! This clod 
Lives surely through eome higher energy ; 
For from himself alone it could not be! 


Creator, yes! Thy wisdom and thy word 

Created me! ‘Thou source of life and good! 
Thou spirit of my spirit, and my Lord! 

‘Thy light, thy love, in their bright plenitude 
Filled me with an immortal soul, to spring 

Over the abyss of death, and bade it wear 
The garments of eternal day, and wing 

Its heavenly flight beyond this little sphere, 

Even to its source—to Thee—its Author there. 


O thought ineffable! O visions blest! 

Though worthless our congeptions all of Thee, 
Yet shall thy shadowed image fill our breast, 

And waft its homage to thy Deity. 
God! thus alone my lowly thoughts can soar; 

Thus seek thy presence— Being wise and good ! 
*Midst thy vast works, admire, obey, adore ; 
And when the tongue is eloquent no more, 

The coul sball speak in tears of gratitude ! 

= — 


From the N. y. Gospel! Herald. 


AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS. 








‘‘ For I beheld, and there was no man; even among 
them, and there was no councillor, that when / asked 
of them, covn.D ANSWER AWoRD. Behold, they are 
all vanily---their works are NOTHING,”’----lsa. Xxli. 
28, 29. _ - 

(Continued from page 60.) 


I will now quote, and compare every passage where 
it is said Christ came to save and die for the ELEcT!. 
And behold, there is not ONE! NO! not so much as 
one solitary passage, to prop the tottering fabric of 
gloomy Calvinism / 

But the word chosen is supposed to be a convertible 
term. Beit so. We are willing to give every advan- 
tage consistently with truth, and let Calvinism make 
one more s/ruggle, before it descends to * the tomb of 
the Capulets.” We read in Ps. xxxiii. 11—15, *‘ The 
counsel of the Lord stendeth for ever, the thoughts of 
his heart to all generations, Blessed is the nalion 
whose God is the Lord, the people he hath cnosew for 
his inheritance. The Lord looketh down from heaven; 
he beholdeth all the sons of men, From the place of 
his habitation he Jooketh upon all the inhabitants of the 
earth. He fashioneth their hearts alike ; he consider- 
eth all their works.’ Who is this blessed nation? Ans. 
(Deut. vii. 6—8) * For thou arf an holy people unto 
the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee 
to be a special people unto himself, above al! people 
that are upon the face of the earth. The Lord did not 
set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were 
r.ore in number than any people ; (for ye were the few- 
est of all people ;) but because the Lord loved you, and 
because he would keep his oath which he had sworn 
unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with 
a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of 
bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.’ 
Again, Who hath God chosen for his inheritance ? Ps, 
ii. 7, 8, §I will declare the decree ; The Lord hath eaid 
unto me, Thou my Son, this day have | begotton thee, 
Ask of me, and I shall give the heathen thine inheri- 





farce, and the uttermost parts of the earth thy posses- 








| sion,’ Again, ‘ Lo, children are the heriiage of the 
| Lord ; and the fruit of the womb ts his reward,’ Ps, 
'exxvii. 3. There is no declaration thatthe Lord Jesus 
Christ died for the chosen, The elect and chosen, ac- 
cording to Calvin's jogic, are in a very bad case. For 
none are to be saved but those for whom Christ died, 
and he died only for thé elect and the chosen, and the 
scriptures no where say that Christ died for them! If 
Christ died for the elect alone, and exclusively, we ask 
for proof. Be so good as to produce one testimony— 
we ask for only one! We are willing to be accommo- 
dating. But we must have one certainly. This is a 
sine qua non. On the other hand-If Christ did not die 
for the non-elect, give us proof of the fact. This isa 
very important question. The Scriptures, which are 
explicit on every thing else, will afford abundant testi- 
mony to prove this if ‘rue / therefore produce one ; we 
ask for only one testimony, to prove that Christ did not 
die for the world, whom you contend are the non-elect! 
We appeal to the consciences of all men, and ask, Is 
not this granting every indulgence? Would you be 
willing to surrender your money, which is perishable, 
and of trifling consequence, without testimony, when 
you had numerous testimonies to prove your title to it ? 
and will you give up, at the first summons, your future, 
and the endless welfare of your souls, and the charac- 
ter and goodness of your heavenly Father, without tes- 
timony? Pause before you decide. We repeat it---wa 
must have testimony; and we tell you, that you never 
can produce il / 
(To be continued.) 
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“* Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and who- 
soever is deceived thereby is not wise.”—Prov. xx.1. 
How lamentable it is, that there are so many deceiv- 

ed thereby in all places, and in al] ages of the world? 

How many prove that they lack wisdom? How many 

are mocked, and made to rage, with the passion of an- 

ger, or laughter, or folly? How many, who were once 
temperate, industrious, and respectable, while in low, 
or moderate circumstances, have, on becoming poasses- 
sed of worldly property, grown intemperate, idic, and 
contemptable! How many of the laboring class of 
people, exposed to hardship, become habituated to tak- 
ing teo much strong drink! How melancholy to be- 
held noble talents abused; strong minds shattered ; 
and amiable dispositions corrupted by wine! What 
shame and misery to the person! What poverty and 
wretchedness in the family! What expense, what loss, 
what disgrace to society, is the noted evil of intemper- 
ance! Should not every one fear, lest he be drawn into 
this whirlpool of dissipation and ruin? Many in com- 
fortable, if not affluent, circumstances have been re- 
duced to beggery and disgrace, by wine or strong drink. 

Surely it becomes all descriptions of persons, to watch 

and pray; to deny themselves, and be temperate in all 

things. OBSERVER. 
to 
Mills.---Wind-mills were introduced into England 


after the Crusades, (about the 11th or 12th century.) 


before that time hand-mills were used. 
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OR Sale at this Office, A Controversy between the 
Rev. Hosea-Batwov, and the Rev, Timetny 
Meraitt, Price 1 dollar bound. 

A Sermon,on Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream, on the Image 
of Gold, Silver, Brass, Iron and Clay, and the STONE 
which ground the Image topowder. By Extas Smirn, 
pastor of the 3d Universalist Society in Boston. Price 
12 1-2 cents. 


JUST PUBLISHED-—SECOND EDITION. 

A Sermon, delivered at the 2d Universalist Society 
in Boston, by HosKra BALLov, pastor, Text, ‘ For 
the time is come that judgment must begin at the house 
of God: and if it firet begin at us, what shall the end 











the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungod- 
Jy and sinner appear?’ Price ‘12 1-2 cents. 





be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if 
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